
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2016 Annual Report 
Connecting People. Sharing Ideas. 

 Empowering Each Generation to Teach The Others. 
 

2 Park Avenue, 19th Floor.    New York, NY    10016 
 
 

2016 was a ground breaking year for the Florence Belsky 
Charitable Foundation, and we could not have done it 

without your support! Thank you! 
We have a few big announcements for this year: 

• 146 New Advisors!  
o We added 146 new Advisors to our advisory board this year, seeing a 20% jump! 

These advisors come from a wide range of industries and backgrounds. We are 
overwhelmed by their in offering to support and counsel other advisors through the 
direction of the Foundation. 

§ To find out more, check out our Become an Advisor page. 
• Expanding to Philadelphia!  

o While still maintaining our robust ‘Women Who Lunch’ program in New York City, 
Los Angeles, and the Hudson Valley, FLOBEL expanded the program into 
Philadelphia. ‘Women Who Lunch – Philly’ held their first event this October and it 
was such a success, the leaders began planning their next event for 2017 a week later! 

§ To find out more about our programs, check out our website. 
• FLOBEL goes mobile!  

o We launched a FLOBEL app, “FLOBEL Connect” that allows advisors to connect 
and collaborate directly. If you are on the go, so is our advisor network!  

§ Sign up for the app on the web at advisors.flobel.org. You can go to 
iPhone.flobel.org or Android.flobel.org to download	the	app	for	your	mobile	
operating	system. 

 

Year in and year out, we find the same thing to be true: 
Our advisory board remains our greatest asset! 



Living the FLOBEL Mission: 
Connecting People 

The Florence Belsky Charitable 
Foundation has built its sterling 
reputation on its consistent dedication to 
bringing people to together. Whether you 
are looking for new business, or looking 
for a new friend, our First Mondays, 
Women Who Lunch, and I Can Still Do 
That programs are some of the best 
places to get connected. 2016 was no 
different! 
 
Our advisors connected outside our 
events this year as well!  43 advisors took 

advantage of the "Pick 3" virtual mentoring program and over 110 "meaningful connections " were 
made. This is thanks in part to our new Flobel Connect app, which allow advisors to connect 
directly with each other, once consent from the requested advisor is given. 
 
 
We had several successful First Monday’s events this year, but we 
are particularly proud of our July advisor mixer where we provided 
young advisors a stage to show off their work and expand their 
network. So many people attended that the event spilled out from 
the performance area into the upstairs bar! 
 

Our Women Who Lunch NYC continued to provide a safe space 
where women of different ages, lifestyles, and careers could come 
together, share a meal, and find ways to mutually support each 
other through guided discussions that our volunteer leaders put 
together. 
 

 

 
The I Can Still Do That career committees were not 
exempt from the business of 2016! Our Real Estate 
committee launched a discussion group and our Law 
Committee held a wine mixer, where the seasoned and the 
fresh from law school could mix it up and see how their 
mutual connections might benefit the group! 
 



Living the FLOBEL Mission: 
Sharing Ideas 

In 2016, we dedicated a portion of our efforts to supporting new and interesting projects that 
expanded the minded and encouraged the sharing of ideas. 
  

Mendez SoHo, Soho Strut and The Florence Belsky Foundation teamed up to create the ‘Salon 
Series,’ an occasional gathering of collectors, curators, artists, writers and art enthusiasts who meet 
and mingle in an informal setting to show their works of art, discuss their sources of inspiration, 
and share their perspectives on the development of their artistic endeavor, as well as their choice of 
subject matter and medium. Several talks and exhibitions were given throughout the year and all of 
them can be found for	your	enjoyment	on	our	website! We will be renewing our partnership with the 
Mendez SoHo Gallery for the Spring Series, which will be kicked off with advisor Harry Pincus and 
his work. For more info, click	here. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was another banner year for our positive news website, www.nectarnews.org. Led by advisor and 
editor Nicole Johnson, we brought on advisor Rivka Rivera to assist Nicole and expand the 
number of positive stories we report. To submit a positive news story, please 
email: news@nectarnews.org. 
 

Nectar News, our positive media program sponsored a pilot Fall afterschool class as part of the 
Woodstock Day School’s Fall Afterschool Programs. The course was entitled “The Art of 
Journalism” and was be taught by longtime journalist and best-selling author Peter Occhiogrosso. 
Given the current state of politics and the media, we at the Florence Belsky Charitable Foundation 
are proud to be supporting young minds who seek to connect people, share ideas, and empower 
generations through the important work of proper journalism. 



Living the FLOBEL Mission: 
Empowering Each Generation to Teach the Others 

2016 stands out as one of our most externally focused year. The Florence Belsky Charitable 
Foundation looked far and wide for partners who share our passion for “empowering each 
generation to teach the others.” We continued empowerment projects from 2015 and took on new 
ones to expand our footprint and our impact. 

 
After our successful “Leith of Life” concert last year, in 
honor of advisor Leith Rogovin, a “Day of Service” was 
held to continue the good work he inspired. Partnering 
with Woodstock Day School, FLOBEL and WDS students 
devoted themselves to service both on and off campus, to 
honor the vision and open heart of Leith Rogovin. Music 
Food, Rejoicing, Remembering were open to all. 
 
 
Much like our successful hosting of The Ascension of 
Marie Laveau in 2015, The Florence Belsky Charitable 
Foundation hosted a reading of the new black history play, 
‘Momma’s Porch’ by advisor G.L. McQueary. On 
November 2nd, we saw ‘Momma’s Porch,’ a powerful 
journey of tears, fears, and triumphs through the annals of 
black history told by a self-effacing matriarch of her own 
life experiences from the porch of her family home. 	

 
 
 
The reading was co-produced by 
advisors Tony Wilkes and Michele 
Baldwin and was photographed by 
advisor Chandra Brown. Tony and 
Michele are now bringing "Momma's 
Porch " to the next level and are 
looking to workshop it in a regional 
theatre before bringing it to Broadway 
or Television. 

 
 



Finally, our biggest efforts of the year went 
into our “Celebrating David Bowie” 
Concerts, where The Florence Belsky 
Charitable Foundation partnered with the 
TJ Martell Foundation and Max's Kansas 
City Project to honor the memory of 
David Bowie with a star-studded concerts 
at the famous Roxy (LA) and Regency 
Ballroom (Bay Area). Both concerts and 
the subsequent 2017 World Tour were 
organized and produced by the amazing 
advisor and Musical Director “Scrote". 
 
 
On February 2nd, the sold out Celebrating 
David Bowie show at the Roxy featured 
Gary Oldman, Seal, Ewan McGregor, and 
other special guests and former friends and 
bandmates of David Bowie. The Florence 
Belsky Charitable Foundation helped raise 
over $20,000 through the benefit, with 
$10,000 going to Max's Kansas City project 
(founded by advisor Yvonne Sewall) as 
well as $10,000 going to the TJ Martell 
charity for the Bay Area. 
 

 
The Max’s Kansas Project embraces the philosophy of connecting the old with the new and 
embrace the youth of the future as well as established artists, helping teens and adolescents. The TJ 
Martell Foundation supports groundbreaking and innovative research for leukemia, cancer, and 
AIDS. Music was shared widely and thousands more know about the good work of the TJ Martell 
Foundation and Max’s Kansas City, as well as our own, thanks to this benefit concert we formed in 
partnership with them. 



Onward to 2017! New and Growing Projects 
2016 was a year of growth and refinement for the FLOBEL. As we announced our new Silver Fox 
project last year, we have since launched a website and developed a Business Plan for 
www.silverfoxclub.org. We are currently looking for strategic partners to expand, as well as  young 
advisors who are willing to reverse mentor older advisors with technology for pay. We have 
launched our Sage Advice series for career advice and have also created some digital tools and 
webinars to help our advisors to 'stay foxy’ at http://www.silverfoxclub.org/sageadvice. 
 
We have launched our new Angel Investment Club (AIC). It has met several times in New York 
City, introducing our advisors to potential companies to which they can lend their sage advice, in 
the form of financing and management team building. You can learn more by visiting 
http://www.florencebelskyfoundation.org/aic/ This has sparked interest in a Real Estate 
Investment Club, which will be launched in 2017. You can learn more by visiting: 
http://www.florencebelskyfoundation.org/reic/ 
 

 
 
We launched our new FlobelMusic.org site, giving our advisors a platform to feature their music. 
Volume 1 was such a success, that we already have submissions for Volume 2! 
 
We kicked off 2017 with a partnership with the Actors’ Temple theatre to help them bring young 
people back to the building. This historic site has been a haven for performers in New York City 
for generations, but needs serious upgrade and new members and users. We helped them raise over 
$5,000 for accessibility improvements with a benefit concert just before Valentine’s Day in "A 
Wing and A Prayer: Broadway Love Songs.”  We had a sold out concert lead by Musical Director 
Josh Freilich and MC Lee Kasper with over 12 performers. For further info (and to donate) please 
see: actorstemple.flobel.org. 



Many of our advisors are alumni of French Woods Festival of the Performing Arts. At this place, 
they spent countless summers connecting with people different than themselves and empowering 
one another to explore the arts to their fullest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are looking to raise scholarships for needy students to attend summer camps like this one for 
the Summer of 2017.  If you are interested in helping, please email: scholarships@flobel.org.  We 
are also looking to help place our young advisors as summer interns. To help with this effort, or if 
you know of a summer internship, please email internships@flobel.org.   
 
Stay foxy and keep swinging, 
Dan Schneider 
Executive Director 
 
Thanks To All Those Who Helping the FLOBEL Foundation:    
Anne Abbott, Ryan Adams, Mark Asofsky, Andre-Jacques DeBeer, Nicole Johnson, Bill Mander, 
Esq., Jill Markowitz, Esq., Diane Mendez, Charlotte Pfahl, Esq., Peri Shaw, Larry Silver, CPA, Lucy 
Swensen 
 
Thank You to Nectar News associates:  
Nicole Johnson and Rivka Rivera 
 
Thank You for PR and Press Help: 
Rob Rinderman and Abbe Silverberg Sparks (Sparks Media)  
 
Thank You to Our Angel Investment Club: 
Jay Baney, Larry Barnett, Mark Barron, Stephen Chin, Cliff David, Brandon Davis, Esq., Stephen 
Goldstein, Esq., Jack Langworthy, Esq., Chris Liang, Esq., Tony Mazza, Esq., Ricky Solomon, Dr. 
Ravish Padwardhan, Ed Young, Matt Zimmer 
 
Thank You to Our Real Estate Investment Club: 
Chaim Drizin, Roy Fenichel, Esq., Steve Glassberg, Esq., Scott Saland, Sadiya Sarwar, Sabra 
Sasson, Esq., Martin Silverman, Irena Skoda 



Thank You to Our Sage Advice Contributors:  
Tim Fry, Esq., Gloria Gari, Alvin Goldberg, Charles Hobson, Cory Kahaney, Dick Lord, Bob 
Malatsky, Caroline Thomas 
 
Thank You To Our Women Who Lunch Organizers in New York City: 
Annette Candido, Esq., Kate Floberg, Susan Kelly, and Donna Mirman, Esq. 
 
Thank You To Our Women Who Lunch Organizers in Philadelphia: 
Anne DeSantis, Dr. Sallie Stadlen, and Dr. Jody Whitehouse  
 
Thank You To Our Women Who Lunch Organizers in Hudson Valley: 
Christina Bark, Esq., Noelle Damone, Vicki Koenig, and Leslie Malin 
 
Thank You to Our Women Who Lunch Organizers in Los Angeles: 
Chelsey Donn, Denise Grayson, and Alexa Heller 
 
Thank You to Our Music Committee:  
Gloria Gari, Barry Heyman, Esq., Kendo, Jeremy Koff, Charley Londono, Esq., MAX, Madeline 
Rhodes, Jeff Schwartz, Scrote, Michael Veitch, Dusty Wright, Catherine Yi, Ric Zivic, Rebeca 
Zolet, Alan Zwirn  
 
Thank You to Our Law Committee: 
Steven Beer, Esq., Roy Fenichel, Esq., Tim Fry, Esq., Stacey Van Hooven , Esq., Claire Lebe, Esq., 
Chris Liang, Esq., Charley Londono, Esq., Donna Mirman, Esq. , Michael Platner, Esq., Francine 
Prewitt, Esq., Ira Stechel, Esq. 
 
Thank You to Our Comedy Committee: 
Glenn Cohen, Cory Kahaney, Katie Northrop, Josh Ruben, Emily Schneider, Kathy Wood 
 
Thank You to Our Health Committee: 
Aaron Beaudette, Lee Gerber, Dr. Robert Goldman, Dr. Melissa Kalt, Lisa Patrick, Bette Prinsen, 
Elizabeth Schneider, Claudia Sigala, Carol Scott, Andy Wolmer 
 
Thank You to Our Webinar Contributors: 
Rudi Azank, Tyler Brown, Lee Esposito, Thomas Gersh, Shira Harrington, Nicole Johnson, Dr. 
Melissa Kalt, Ian Moran, Diane Mendez, Peter Occhiogrosso, Marie Shultis, Dr. Sharna Strier 
 
Thank You to Our Events Volunteers: 
Michele Baldwin, Chandra Brown, Chelsey Donn, Loren Ellis, Keni Fine, Kate Floberg, Rabbi Jill 
Haus, Milo Hess, Nicole Johnson, Jeremy Kaplan (Veritas Wines), Lee Kasper, Diane Mendez, 
Adam Scott Miller, Carol Ostrow, Nana Ponceleon, Rivka Rivera, Scrote, Yvonne Sewall, Peri 
Shaw, Nathalie Tendrick, Tony Travis, Tony Wilkes, Ron Yoshida (Hello World), Lisa Zari and 
Alan Zwirn 


