
	

	

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

2015 Annual Report 
Connect ing People .  Sharing Ideas .  

 Empowering Each Generat ion to Teach The Others . 
 

2 Park Avenue, 19th Floor.    New York, NY    10016 

 

Thank you to all who helped make 2015 our best year yet!! 
If 2014 was a big year for the Florence Belsky Charitable Foundation, 2015 was 
even bigger! Our new centralized website helped streamline the process of 
connecting our advisors and attracting new ones, by creating a robust calendar of 
events and galleries of media. We saw the following positive trends: 

• 25% Increase In Advisor Activity  
o Advisors shared their events and services 25% more than the inaugural 

year with our Flobel.org website. 
• 170 New Advisors!  

o We added 170 new Advisors to our advisory board. As with our other 
400-plus global advisors, these new advisors come from a wide range of 
industries and backgrounds. We are overwhelmed by the generosity of 
these 170 people, in their offering to support and counsel other 
advisors through the direction of the Foundation. To find out more 
about our advisory board, check out our Become an Advisor page. 

• 50% Jump In E-mail Subscriptions  
o Not everyone immediately wants to become an advisor, but that does 

not mean they do not want to be a part of our foundation! We saw our 
newsletter subscriptions jump this year, as advisors brought friends to 
the foundation and they signed up, not wanting to miss out on the 
Florence Belsky Foundation’s next big event! 

 

Proving, as we said last year, our advisory board remains our greatest asset! 

http://florencebelskyfoundation.org/become-an-advisor/


	

	

First Mondays - NYC and LA 

First Mondays events took place in both New York and Los Angeles with record 
attendance in both locales. In Manhattan, advisors and friends mingled as super 
lawyer , Steven C. Beer, Esq.  gave a talk about parenting a star, launching his new 
book "Your Child's Career in Music and Entertainment." In Harlem, the 
Foundation rocked out to advisor and 3rd generation jazz educator, Jelani Bauman, 
and his band at Silvana's Jazz Club. First Mondays LA networked at the River Rock 
Lounge – where plans for First Mondays San Francisco were hatched and advisor 
singer/songwriter, Eric Macek, gave a beautiful acoustic performance! 

 

Women Who Lunch 

New York, Los Angeles & Hudson Valley 

Women Who Lunch remains one of our most popular programs with events taking 
place in February, March, April, November, and December (sometimes happening 
across multiple cities in the same month)! Last year, we held our first Women Who 
Lunch Hudson Valley event, and it was a resounding success.  
 

This year, that powerful group of women that have volunteered as leaders made 
sure that success continued with three more successful Women Who Lunch – 
Hudson Valley events! Women Who Lunch - LA also stayed strong this year, 
hosting a very successful event and began expanding out to the Valley. 
 

Women Who Lunch in 2016 

We hope to launch a new chapter of Women Who Lunch in 2016 in the Bay Area 
and re-activate our Philadelphia chapter. Please email us if you know anyone in 
either of those cities who might like to partner or be involved. 

 

http://www.nectarnews.org
http://www.nectarnews.org
mailto:nectar.news@flobel.org
mailto:nectar.news@flobel.org


	

	

Nectar News and I Can Still Do That 

Last year we launched our Nectar News site, which provides true, positive and 
original news stories and is edited by advisor Nicole Johnson. This year, Nicole has 
travelled cross-country to get the sweetest stories to our readers. She produced 189 
unique articles. Please visit our website: www.nectarnews.org, and if you have a 
great story, or know of one, please send it to Nicole at nectar.news@flobel.org  

 
2015 also saw continued growth in our I Can Still Do That educational webinar 
series. I Can Still Do That continues to create live and webinar content on issues 
that effect multi-generational audiences – from career skills to personal fulfillment 
to involvement with other organizations that provide help and support to a variety 
of people. This year, we produced 3 separate webinar series on topics. 
 

Colloquium on Law Enforcement and Citizen Relations 

We also sought to inspire our advisors to work for 
Justice with our first Colloquium on Law 
Enforcement & Citizen Relations. Advisors and 
panelists engaged in a spirited debate. In the wake 
of the terrible tragedies across the nation 
involving police and civilians, we organized this 
educational panel of experts from law 
enforcement and civil liberties at the Players Club 
to come up with policy options and solutions 
balancing civil rights with community safety.  

http://www.nectarnews.org
mailto:nectar.news@flobel.org


	

	

The Colloquium on Law Enforcement & Citizen Relations was led by advisor 
Arthur T. Matthews, Esq. and included the then newly appointed Chair of the 
NYC Civilian Complaint Review Board, Richard D. Emery, Esq. 
 

How to Put Your Art On Instagram 

This year we diversified our webinars to 
reach a broader audience. We 

demonstrated the power of “mutual 
mentoring”, where each generation helps 
the others, with our “How To Put Your 
Art on Instagram”, as a young advisor 
Thomas Gersh, helped advisor Leslie 

Bender, learn tips on marketing her art in 
the digital age using Instagram. 

  

Market ing and Soc ia l  Media for  the  DIY Art is t  

The Marketing & Social Media panel is number three of four FLOBEL panels 
geared towards the Do-it-Yourself Artist. 

Fiona Bloom, Cassandra Kubinski, Lou Plaia, 
Hayley Rosenbaum, and Jasmine “Jazz” Young 
contributed their expertise in the discussion 
informing DIY artists about the marketing channels 
that must be tackled through the clutter of today’s 
music marketplace. Olivia Scott from Omerge 
Alliances, a marketing management consultancy 
dedicated to beauty & lifestyle, moderated the discussion.  The panel focused on 
creating, promoting and building brands in today’s fast-paced DIY environment. 

The panel representatives also spoke about new 
technologies, tools and resources necessary to 
launch and sustain new products and brands. 
This was the 3rd of 4 planned panels by our 
Music Committee, led by Barry Heyman, Esq. It 
was our second panel in partnership with the 
Institute for Audio Research (IAR). 



	

	

Advisor Collaborations 

Staged Reading o f  ‘The Ascenc ion o f  Marie  Laveau’  

A wonderfully written play by prolific writer 
Jamal Williams, Produced in conjunction 
with The Florence Belsky 
Foundation, Tony Wilkes, Daniel 
Schneider and Michele Baldwin, who also 
served as Director and one of the shows 
main characters.   
 
After three months of extensive research 
and preparation, a visually entertaining 
production was birthed from the pages 
of The Ascension of Marie Laveau, a 
wonderfully crafted fiction tale about the 
infamous High Voodoo Priestess 
Marie Laveau. Although she had great 
influence during her time, this story is 
layered with the secrets and deceptions of 
her life, as her soul fights to return from the 
dead.  

 
 The play has an array of interesting characters that were quickly brought to life on 
stage through the work of very talented artists, including our own Advisors, 
Michele Baldwin (actor, director, writer, filmmaker), Peri Shaw (actor, Stylist, V.O. 
Artist), and Jelani Bauman (musician, Jazz Artist extraordinaire). 
 
October 2016, the house was packed at the historical Players Club in Gramercy 
Park.  From the beginning when the lights lowered to a projected black and white 
voodoo ceremony, as the dancers and actors danced their way to the stage to the 
beats of live drumming, to the spectacular ending of a simulated voodoo ceremony, 
the audience was highly entertained and engaged in the performance. 
	
The Ascension of Marie Laveau is well on its way to Broadway. A creative 
imagination, a well-plotted game plan and a bunch of crazy talented and highly 
dedicated team members served as the stepping stone to spark the interests of the 
essential players needed. Another great collaboration of the foundation Advisors.  



	

	

A Fresh Smile  and Fresh Start  For An Advisor  

The foundation helped to give an advisor 
both a fresh smile and a fresh start this year. 
After a bout with brain cancer and MS, 
Andy had lost his teeth from radiation and 
other treatments. The foundation helped to 
raise over $10,000 to help him out. Now, 
armed with a bright new smile, Andy 
launched his new consulting business! For 
all your consulting needs, reach out to Andy 
at Andrew.Wolmer@edgeage.com.  
 
He is the perfect example of someone who 

“Can Still Do That!” 
 

Lei th o f  Li f e  Bene f i t  Concer t  

 
The Leith of Life Benefit Concert, a family 

oriented early show, as well as the late night 
reggae show, was put together to celebrate and 

help a beloved member of the Woodstock 
community and an Advisor to the Foundation. 

Leith Rogovin had been a teacher and mentor at 
the Woodstock Day School for over 20 years.  He 

was dealing with brain cancer for about 18 
months at the start of the benefit production. 

 
The concert not only provided funds to assist 

Leith in paying medical expenses not covered by 
insurance, but also provided an overwhelming 

outpour of love for Leith and entertainment for 
families and reggae fans alike!  

 
Concert headliners include Leith’s friends and world-renowned reggae DJ 

Downbeat the Ruler, with special guest stars Brigadier Jerry, Jeremiah, Sister 
Nancy, Ranking Joe and Jah Eyes. The early show was emceed by Jerry Mitnick and 

Zak Carey. Leah Boss, founder of Reggae Woodstock, emcee’d the late show. 

mailto:Andrew.Wolmer@edgeage.com


	

	

Leith Sun Demon Rogovin, passed 
peacefully into the next realm in the 
early morning hours on Saturday, 
January 9, 2016, after a determined 
fight against brain cancer. He was 
surrounded by friends and loved ones 
throughout his short stay in hospice 
care and is survived by his sister Seana 
Rogovin, Mother Pam Hott, and 
Grandmother Ethel Rogovin.  

 
Leith left the unused $18,000 portion of his HelpHopeLive.org ‘compassion fund’ 
to assist other teachers at The Woodstock Day School who suffer terminable 
illnesses.  A memorial is planned for him on June 10, 2016, at the Woodstock Day 
School where he will be remembered through a Day of Community Service. 

 

 

Onward to 2016! 
More People. More Sharing. 

Greater Empowerment! 
In 2016, the goal of the foundation is to capitalize 

on the momentum of the past few years.  

We have new people and partners working with the 
foundation, bringing new energy and new skills to 

help us grow.  

We have new resources that, if leveraged properly, 
can help catapult the Florence Belsky Charitable 

Foundation into the minds interested in building a 
supportive network that gives as much as it receives. 

 

 

We have two main goals for 2016 that we hope will pervade all of our events: 

1. Create more active opportunities and communications in our “Pick 3” mutual 
mentoring program. 

2. Expand the network and partnerships outside of our current circles. 

 

http://helphopelive.org/
http://florencebelskyfoundation.org/event/leith-of-life-day-of-service/


	

	

To do this, the foundation plans on doing more co-sponsored/partnered events, 
where other like-minded organizations can be exposed to our mission, values, and 
incredible advisors. At those partnered events, the Florence Belsky Charitable 
Foundation will strive to create more media to share online, building our brand, 
and strive to have a more active presence on our social media channels. 
 

The Foundation plans to continue our 
current First Mondays and Women Who 

Lunch events in all locations, and to 
possibly expand these events to the Bay 

Area of California. The Foundation 
plans to continue its I Can Still Do That 

Webinars and Nectar News postings, 
with the two goals of 2016 in mind. 

 

 

We also hope to launch our new Silver Fox Club, where we 
celebrate extraordinary men and women who exemplify 

our core values (see http://www.silverfoxclub.org to learn 
more). For further info on the Silver Fox Club or any of 
the fantastic programs you have read about here, please 

email dan@flobel.org .   

http://www.silverfoxclub.org
mailto:dan@flobel.org

